Hello Everyone

This is the first update of the season to announce the work schedule for the 2017 Hardrock trail work
volunteers. As most of you know, the Hardrock volunteer trail work is traditionally done over two
consecutive days, usually the weekend before the Hardrock run proper. This year will be the 24th
running of the Hardrock Hundred, with the start in Silverton at 6:00 am, Friday, July 14.

Therefore, the 2017 Hardrock trail work volunteers work schedule is for the two consecutive days of
Saturday, July 8 and Sunday July 9. As with last year there will be two separate work groups, one
focusing on the Hardrock route itself (overseen by me) with the second focusing on the Silverton Double
Dirty 30 route (overseen by Megan Finnesy). It is a little early right now to state exactly where the work
will be done for either work group, or to take tally as to who goes where, but pertinent information will
be forthcoming as we get closer to the work dates.

Today, March 1, dawned clear and cold (4 degrees Fahrenheit) with some 5 inches of new overnight
snow, a normal late winter or early spring morning here in the San Juan Mountains of Colorado. This
winter has been anything but normal, however. Temperatures have swung back and forth from
abnormally warm to normal cold, with the warm temperatures bringing rain at various times through
the winter months of November through February. Abnormally warm temperatures were so warm in
early February that the Ouray ice park was forced to close for the season on February 10 due to rotting
and falling ice (the ice park normally closes in late March). Although the valleys have a shortage of snow
right now, the high country has more or less normal snow with the depth marker on Red Mountain Pass
showing 7.0 feet (dense settled snow) only three days ago. For those who might be interested I have
attached some pictures of the snow and ice situation in and above Ouray as of February 26.

-Rick

